Papers of Joel Leftwich 1786-1890

The Leftwich Papers consist of approximately 2500 items that reflect the military, business and personal activities of Joel Leftwich (November 22,1760 to October 20,1846). The collection contains correspondence, financial and legal papers, and other printed material.  Whereas personal correspondence and business papers comprise the bulk of the collection there is also a significant amount of material relating to the operations of the Twelfth Virginia Militia Brigade from 1790 to 1842.

Born in Bedford County, Virginia, Leftwich was the great grandson of Ralph Leftwich who emigrated from England to New Kent County, Virginia  (in what is now Caroline County) in or before 1658 and the son of Augustine Leftwich, Sr. (b. cir. 1712-1715 -1795) and brother to William, Thomas, Augustine, Jr., Uriah, John, Littleberry, Jabez, Frances, Mary, Nancy and Rebecca. 

Joel Leftwich enlisted in the Virginia Militia on January 1, 1777 and fought through the Revolutionay War including service at the Battles of Brandywine, Germantown and Guilford Courthouse as well as being stationed at Fort Mifflin and Valley Forge. On January 19, 1809 he was elected Brigadier General of the Twelfth Brigade of Virginia Militia upon the death of General Joseph Martin and led this force to Fort Meigs in Ohio during the War of 1812. He was elected Major General on January 10, 1822 to lead the First Division of the Virginia Militia. 
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