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The next meeting of the Gilmor Camp 
will be on the 12th of May. We will have 
a very special guest speaker that night - 
Mr William Connery. He is a noted 
lecturer, author and has given many 
presentations to S.C.V. Camps and Civil 
War Roundtables. His topic is noted 
below in a press release: 
  
"General Robert E. Lee, whose 200th 
birthday we celebrated in 2007, made 
his greatest contribution to the South in 
the years following his surrender at 
Appomattox. A brilliant military 
commander and strategist, Lee brought 
to a small town in western Virginia those 
skills, as well as his ability to work with 
and engender respect from a wide 
assortment of people.  
 
William Connery, noted author (The 
Washington Times Civil War Page and 
The Civil War Courier) will be speaking 
on Honoring President Robert E. Lee at 
7:30 pm at the Col. Harry W. Gilmor 
SCV Camp on May 12 at the Baltimore 
County Historical Society." 
  
Great topic and a terrific speaker. The 
only additional thing needed at our 
meeting is your strong turnout. I hope I 
see all of you there! 
  
Mike Williams 
 
 

 

 “The Charge” 
"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we submit 

the vindication of the Cause for which we fought; to 

your strength will be given the defense of the 

Confederate soldier's good name, the guardianship 

of his history, the emulation of his virtues, the 

perpetuation of those principles he loved and which 

made him glorious and which you also cherish. 

Remember, it is your duty to see that the true 

history of the South is presented to future 

generations." 

 
 
 
 
 
Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander 
General, United Confederate Veterans, New 
Orleans, Louisiana, 1906 

******************************************** 

 

Annual Confederate Memorial Day Ceremony is 

coming.   Details inside! 
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COLONEL HARRY W. GILMOR CAMP #1388 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

April 14, 2010 

MINUTES 
 

The meeting was opened at 7:30 p.m. by Commander Michael K. Williams.   
                  
Commander Williams offered the Invocation and led us in the Pledge of Allegiance to the U. S. flag and the 

Salute to the Confederate Flag. 
   
The minutes of the meeting of March 10, 2010 were summarized. 
 

MOTION: To approved the summarized Minutes. PASSED 
 

Compatriot John Ross reported by e mail that the Gilmor Camp has processed 445 adoptions for the Adopt a 

Confederate Program.  This is represented by 432 markers.  It was reported that the recently ordered makers 

have been delivered to Loudon Park.  
 

The Maryland Division, SCV Convention will be held on April 24. There was a discussion of the proposed 

change to Article V - Elections to the Maryland Division, SCV Constitution as presented by the Maryland 

Division Constitution Committee.  Since there is no change in the proposal from that which was offered and 

rejected last year, the Camp will  again oppose this Amendment. 
 

There was discussion of the Division elections at the Maryland Division, SCV Convention.  
 

Commander Williams reported on the outstanding ceremony, April 10, 2010, Chambersburg Pa. to mark the 

grave of Lt. Col. Benjamin Carter 4th Texas who died  of wounds received at the Battle of Gettysburg.           
 

Announcements: 

.  

April 17 - Parade to President Street Station from Fells Point. 
 

April 17 - UDC Ceremony Mt. Olivet Cemetery,  Frederick, Md. 3:00 p.m.  
 

April 24 - Maryland Division, SCV Convention, Ocean City, Md. Castle in the Sand Hotel. 
 

May 8 -  Pennsylvania Division, SCV Confederate Memorial Day at Gettysburg, Virginia Monument, 

Commander Michael K. Williams is the speaker.  
 

June 5  - Confederate Memorial Day, Loudon Park. 10:30 a.m.  
 

The meeting was adjourned with a prayer at 8:30 p.m. 
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Confederate Memorial Day, 2010 
“Confederate Hill” 

Loudon Park Cemetery 

3620 Wilkens Avenue 

Baltimore, MD 21229 

Saturday, June 5
th
, 10:30 AM 

 
 

Each year, on the first Saturday in June, nearest the birthday of President Jefferson Davis, Confederate 

Memorial Day is celebrated in Maryland.  The Gilmor Camp is once again honored to assist the Maryland 

Division, United Daughters of the Confederacy in conducting ceremonies to recognize Confederate Memorial 

Day in Maryland. 

 

The program will include Color Guard and reenacting troops marching onto the ceremonial grounds, an 

invocation, reciting the pledge of allegiance to the U.S. flag and salute to the Confederate flag.  Speakers and the 

presentation of memorial wreaths will follow. 

 

The ceremonies will conclude with a rifle salute and benediction.  Refreshments will be served after the 

ceremonies are concluded. 

 

During the ceremony, we will be dedicating 55 new markers installed on “Confederate Hill” as result of the 

Adopt a Confederate Program.  When you visit “Confederate Hill,” you will notice the very poor condition of 

the existing original markers.  Most are quite unreadable. 

 

The goal of the Adopt a Confederate Program is to see to it that each of the veterans interred on “Confederate 

Hill” has a new marker identifying his final resting place far into the future.  With these 55 new markers, we 

will have marked 75% of the veterans we know to have been buried there.  We are hopefully that we will have 

marked every veteran’s grave in the next few years. 

 

We need your help to finish this important task.  Please speak to a Gilmor Camp member if you have any 

questions regarding the Adopt a Confederate Program 
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Confederate Memorial Day, 2010 
 

We would like to cordially invite you and all the members and friends of your organization to participate 

in this important annual ceremony.  The event can only be successful with your help.  CONFEDERATE 

MEMORIAL DAY  will be held on SATURDAY, JUNE 5, 2010  at 10:30 A.M. Loudon Park Cemetery is 

located at the 3800 block Frederick Rd.. in southwest Baltimore. This is about three to four mile east of 

Exit 13 of the Baltimore beltway, Rt. 695.  We would like to have all military units meet at Confederate 

Hill between 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

 

The  tentative program includes: 

 

* March on of troops 

* Invocation by UDC Chaplain 

* Pledge of Allegiance to the US flag 

* Salute to the Confederate flag 

* Introduction and welcoming remarks by SCV, MOSB, and UDC  representatives. 

* Guest Speaker  

* Presentation of memorial wreaths and floral tributes by various patriotic 

   organizations and military units. Please let me know if you plan  to bring a wreath.  

* Dedication of Adopt a Confederate grave markers.  Over 50 markers will be dedicated . 

http://www.mdscv.org/1388/adopt-a-confederate/ 

* Rifle salute 

* Benediction 

 * Refreshments 

 

           THE UNITED DAUGHTERS OF THE CONFEDERACY WILL PROVIDE REFRESHMENTS;  

LEMONADE, COOKIES, ETC. FOR ALL PARTICIPANTS AND SPECTATORS FOLLOWING THE 

CEREMONY. BRING YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS.  

 

    * Military units, please bring ALL your colors, your drummers and fifers, if any, and as many men as 

you can muster.  Please consider dressing as you would for a parade, not field duty.  We ask that 

reenactors under 16 years of age not carry muskets or edged weapons.  

 

    * If you have contacts in other reenactment units, Confederate or Federal, please invite them or ask 

them to call us for details.  

 

    *  All groups, military or civilian are encouraged to bring wreaths or floral tributes to be placed at the 

Stonewall Jackson Monument in memory of our Confederate patriots. 

 

    * If you have contacts in the PRESS, invite them to attend. 
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President Street Station April 17, 2010 
 

 

 

Upper Left photo:  Gilmor Camp Compatriot  Bob Lyons and Bob Reyes  of the Friends of President Street 

Station prepare to march in the April 17, 2010 President 

Station ceremony and parade. 

 

Upper Right photo: President Jefferson Davis  and  Gilmor 

Camp Compatriot  Ralph Vincent  at the April 17, 2010 

President Station Ceremony. 

 

 

Immediate Left photo: Gilmor Camp Compatriot  Steve 

Smith  prepares  to march in the April 17, 2010 President 

Station Parade and Ceremony. 
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Va. Seeks Balance in Marking Civil War's 150th Anniversary 

By Rosalind S. Helderman 

Washington Post Staff Writer  

Monday, May 3, 2010 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/05/02/AR2010050203457_2.html?hpid=moreheadlines 

RICHMOND -- When Virginia and the rest of the nation set out to mark the 100th anniversary of the Civil War 

in 1961, the party got off to a rocky start.  

Intricate plans were made to mark the military conquests of the Confederate and Union armies, but little 

attention was paid to the experience of individuals -- soldiers, civilians and slaves.  

A massive reenactment of the Battle of Bull Run at Manassas was marred by too little water and too few 

bathrooms. Most jarringly, some adopted the events as an opportunity to celebrate the Confederacy in the face 

of the burgeoning civil rights movement.  

At last, President John F. Kennedy called on a 31-year-old historian to take over as the centennial's executive 

director, refocusing it on sober education.  

Virginia has turned to the same man -- James I. Robertson Jr., a history professor at Virginia Tech and a Civil 

War expert -- to help the state avoid the same kinds of problems as it prepares to mark next year's 150th 

anniversary of the start of the war.  

With Robertson's guidance, a commission established by the General Assembly to plan the state's 

sesquicentennial events has spent four years trying to avoid the impression that they will amount to a celebration 

of the Confederacy.  

There are no Confederate battle flags on the commission's homepage. One of its first events is a scholarly 

conference titled "Race, Slavery and the Civil War: The Tough Stuff of American History and Memory." 

Commission members, a bipartisan collection of 15 legislators, historians and others, even shy from the word 

"celebrate," preferring to use "commemorate" instead.  

"We're going to make it a serious thing, an all-inclusive thing," Robertson said.  

'Brother against brother' 
Virginia officials hope they can attract tourist dollars from war buffs from across the country during four years 

of events in the state with more Civil War battlefields than any other. The commission, founded in 2006, is 

funded through a $2 million annual appropriation from the legislature, as well as private grants.  

But they are keenly aware that Virginia was the capital of the Confederacy and home to many of its most famous 

figures. The commonwealth got a reminder of the sensitivities involved when Gov. Robert F. McDonnell (R) 

declared last month Confederate History Month, a proclamation he said would bring attention to the 150th 

anniversary.  

 

Continued on Page 7 



 

May 2010                                                                                                                  Page 7 
 

Va. Seeks Balance 
Continued from Page 6 

McDonnell quickly apologized after facing stinging national criticism for omitting references to slavery. But an 

amended version that called slavery an abomination did not satisfy those who thought it was still too deferential 

to Virginia's role in a losing rebellion.  
 

At a recent event marking the preservation of a new 85-acre section of the battlefield at Chancellorsville, 

McDonnell told a crowd that the 150th anniversary will be about more than the Confederacy.  
 

"I think people from all over this country and around the world will come here next year to learn the Civil War 

battles," he said on a podium set up in front of rolling field that saw a bloody Confederate charge during the 

1863 battle. "They will also come to learn of a battle that pitted brother against brother and divided this nation 

like no other event in American history. They will pause to see the sites, like this one here at Chancellorsville, 

of the most bloody conflict on American soil. They will also pause to reflect on the fact that this was the war 

that eliminated the abomination of slavery from American soil."  
 

After the event, McDonnell said the anniversary will provide additional opportunities to preserve battlefields as 

well as to educate Virginia's children. "I look forward to being a champion for racial reconciliation during that 

time," he said.  
 

One place he might start is at the September conference on slavery at Norfolk State University, which has 1,200 

registrants. It will be chaired by James O. Horton, professor emeritus of African American history at George 

Mason University and an expert on slavery. Horton called the conference "very important to understanding the 

Civil War, understanding the issues that really shaped the tremendous and heated debates of history."  
 

Slavery plays an important role, too, in a two-disc DVD set that's been produced by the commission and 

distributed to every school in the state. It emphasizes the experience of soldiers on both sides, African 

Americans -- free and enslaved -- as well as civilians on the home front.  
 

And in February, a 3,000-square-foot exhibit will open at the Virginia Historical Society with an emphasis on 

telling the Civil War story from all perspectives. After a run in Richmond, the exhibit will tour the state.  
 

The commission also has plans for high-tech kiosks at state parks and other sites with information about local 

battlefields and databases of soldiers who fought there, allowing visitors to track their ancestors. The Library of 

Virginia will make a major push to digitize newly unearthed Civil War-related letters and diaries.  
 

The commission's work has not been without critics. The Richmond Free Press, a black-owned newspaper, has 

run several editorials criticizing the commission as a waste of taxpayer money whose work is bound to invite 

four years of Confederate flag waving.  
 

"Most eighth-graders know that Virginia's participation [in the war] was hardly worthy of promoting," publisher 

Raymond H. Boone wrote last year.  
 

Continued on Page 8 
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Va. Seeks Balance 
Continued from Page76 

 

'Broader perspective' 
At the same time, members of the Sons of Confederate Veterans say the commission is running a politically 

correct event that will ignore their ancestors' sacrifices.  

 

"I think they're so afraid of offending someone, hurting someone's feelings, that they're just going to do this 

generic, bland commemoration, where at the end, we know we've commemorated something, but we're not 

quite sure what," said Frank Earnest, a Virginia Beach resident and chief of the heritage defense for the group.  

House Speaker William J. Howell (R-Stafford), who chairs the commission, said such criticism shows the 

committee has found the right balance.  

 

"We've been looking at it from a broader perspective, I think, from the very beginning," he said.  

Many involved with planning the events say such controversies are inevitable -- and might help raise interest 

in the commission's work.  

 

"We know this," said former governor L. Douglas Wilder, the grandson of slaves and the nation's first elected 

black governor. "It won't suffer a lack of attention."  

 

 

 

MARYLAND DIVISION CONVENTION 

OCEAN CITY APRIL 24, 2010 
 

 

New Maryland Division, SCV Officers  

elected at the April 24, 2010 Maryland 

Division, SCV Convention held in Ocean 

City , Maryland.  They will take office 

following the National , SCV Convention. 

  

L - R  William Trimble - Judge Advocate 

James Dunbar - 1st Lt.  

Jay Barringer - Commander 

Chris Mc Call  -2nd Lt Commander 

Mike Glenn - Treasurer    

Joe McArtor  - Adjutant 
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Fort Delaware Offers Numerous Programs for the History Buff 
Delaware River bastion once served as incarceration center for Confederate POWs 

By Jeff Brown, News Editor 

Dover Post 

Posted Apr 30, 2010 @ 09:57 AM 

http://www.doverpost.com/entertainment/x1540364812/Fort-Delaware-offers-numerous-programs-for-the-history-buff 

 

Pea Patch Island, Del. —  

While Delaware’s soil never was touched by a Civil War battle, a massive fortification bearing the state’s 

name nonetheless played a major part in that conflict. 

Beginning in 1863, Fort Delaware, located on Pea Patch Island in the Delaware River, was temporary home to 

approximately 30,000 

Confederate prisoners of war, of whom more than 2,000 died while there.  

Following a long winter, the fort and Pea Patch Island again will be open to the public beginning Saturday, 

May 1. 

 

Running out of space 

Its use as a prison was not the purpose intended when the fort was completed in 1859, noted Park Historian 

Laura Lee. 

“Forts are constructed to keep people out, not people in,” Lee said, adding Fort Delaware was built to protect 

upper Delaware River ports. 

But as the Civil War dragged on, Army officers realized they needed a place to house thousands of 

Confederate POWs. 

The fort proper housed Confederate officers in relative comfort, even to the point of their having formal 

photographs taken while incarcerated. 

Enlisted men generally lived outside in wooden barracks built on the island’s low, swampy ground. 

Somewhat unusually, the fort also housed political prisoners who were jailed simply for speaking out against 

the government after President Abraham Lincoln suspended habeas corpus. 

One, the Rev. Isaac Handy, was sent to Fort Delaware for remarks he made about the American flag, Lee said. 

Among the fort’s many attractions are historic interpreters, including one portraying Handy, who will speak of 

his days in the prison, in words based on Handy’s 600-page journal, now in the fort’s archives. 

Sightseers also will interact with Fort Delaware’s laundresses, prisoners and others, all dressed in period 

costume and all speaking as if they actually are working in 1864. 

The interpreters will step out of character and answer modern-day questions if visitors use the trick of asking 

them to remove their hats, Lee said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Continued on Page 10 
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Fort Delaware 
Continued from Page 9 

 

The fort in other eras 

Fort Delaware was marginally garrisoned following the Civil War, Lee said, and many buildings were 

demolished. Although the fort was obsolete by the time of the Spanish-American War, improvements were 

made to house large naval guns. World War I brought little change to Fort Delaware, although it was 

garrisoned temporarily during World War II. 

Some of evidence of the fort’s occupation during that last conflict can be seen up in the third floor barracks, 

where German prisoners scratched their names onto the walls. 

This area is not open to the public for safety and restoration reasons, although it is one part of a premium 

behind-the-scenes tour Fridays through Sundays. 

Other events offered during the year include a musketry demonstration, photography demonstration, children’s 

infantry drill and the firing of the fort’s 8-inch cannon. 

Special events include campouts, Civil War re-enactors, a POW weekend, candlelight ghost tours, and many 

others. 

The fort is approximately 45 minutes from Dover, and accessible from Delaware City via ferry. The admission 

price includes the ferry ride. 

The fort is open Saturdays in May, weekends and holidays from Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day 

and on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from June 16 through Sept. 6. 

There is a concession stand on Pea Patch Island to provide food and refreshments, but visitors also may bring 

picnic lunches, Lee said. 

For more information, visit www.destateparks.com. 
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Monument Honors All Confederate Soldiers   
Rick Harmon  May 2, 2010 

http://www.montgomeryadvertiser.com/article/20100502/NEWS01/5020335/Monument+honors+all+Confederate+soldiers 

 

Almost everyone who has driven past the Capitol has seen Alabama's Confederate Monument, but few 

realize what it actually is and even fewer what is under it. 

First of all, although it is in Alabama, it is not really Alabama's Confederate Monument. 

While many Southern states have Confederate memorials, Alabama's monument is not just for 

Alabama's Confederate soldiers. As the first capital of the Confederacy, Montgomery's monument was built 

for soldiers from the entire Confederacy. 

The Ladies Memorial Association worked tirelessly to raise nearly $46,000 to build the monument to 

honor Confederate soldiers who died in the war. 

The Ladies Memorial Association worked tirelessly to raise nearly $46,000 to build the monument to 

honor Confederate soldiers who died in the war. 

In 1886, Jefferson Davis himself helped lay the cornerstone for the monument, just a few feet from 

where he took the oath of office as president of the Confederacy. 

Former Confederates from throughout the South came to Montgomery on Dec. 7, 1898, to witness the 

dedication of the 85-foot-tall structure, designed by Alexander Doyle. 

The monument on the north side of the Capitol is topped with a bronze figure honoring patriotism and 

Southern womanhood. Below this figure, Fred Barnicoat created a granite statuary representing the four 

branches of the Confederate armed forces. A bronze band encircles the column. 

Beneath the monument are treasures -- treasures not of wealth, but of history. 

Many former Confederate soldiers presented everything from diaries and photos to regimental flags 

and uniforms to be buried under the cornerstone of the monument. 

Items placed beneath the cornerstone include everything from Gen. Joseph Wheeler's battle flag and a 

bundle of books from Jefferson Davis' daughter, Winnie, to newspapers from throughout the state (including 

an Oct. 7, 1864, Montgomery Advertiser) and a list of course studies used by Montgomery public school 

teachers in 1885.  These, along with Confederate postage stamps, regimental badges, and different denomi-

nations of treasury notes and bonds were placed in a zinc box. The lid was cemented in lead, and the box was 

placed under the cornerstone, where it has remained for more than a century. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

THE GILMOR BLADE 

Craig and Jean Borne 
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The Gilmor Blade is the publication of the Col. Harry W. Gilmor 

Camp #1388, Sons of Confederate Veterans.  It is published every 

month.  Subscriptions are available for non-members for only $6.00 

per year.  Any individual interested in a subscription, should send 

their check to Jean Borne, Editor, at the above address.  Checks 

should be made payable to - Col. Harry W. Gilmor, S.C.V. 

 
 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

May Camp meeting 5/12 

 

Confederate Memorial Day 

June 5 Loudon Park Cemetery 

Details inside 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


