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Sep. 19, 2011
“Commander’s Message”
Compatriots!

I attended the Sharpsburg Heritage Festival on September 17 and spoke with a number of people about our cause, including

Compatriot John Barone, September's co-speaker, Laurie Wasiljov's uncle, a couple who are planning on a feature length 

video treatment of the Retreat from Gettysburg, a potential future meeting speaker as well as a number of people who 

expressed an interest in joining our organization. In spite of the rain, it was not a bad day and, hopefully, will turn out to have

been profitable.


Two other items to consider are our upcoming October speaker, Chaplain Toby Law, and the fact that we need all of our

members to renew their membership for the new year. Please do so expeditiously. There is strength in numbers and we need

all of the moral and financial help we can get.


I want to again encourage all to consider participation in the annual Memorial Illumination at the Sharpsburg Battlefield on the

first Saturday in December. If you are interested, please let me know at a monthly meeting, phone or by e-mail and I will get 

you registered, either with the SCV, under Norris Camp Adjutant, Harold Ford, or with my unit, the 21st Georgia Volunteer 

Infantry. There is no fee involved, just your presence and participation. If you have never seen the result of the efforts of the

volunteers, it is quite moving, highly recommended and a great way to honor the men who sacrificed all on that day.

Expecting to see you at the meeting,

Stuart McClung
Commander
Battle of Sharpsburg Camp 1582
Minutes from last meeting, Sept. 7, 2011:

>
7:00 p.m.:  Meeting called to order by Commander Stuart McClung.  
>
Pledge to the U. S. flag, and salute to the Confederate flag.

>
Invocation & opening prayer given by Chaplain Toby Law.  

>
We had 6 members (including one new member) + 5 guests in attendance, for a total of 11.
>
Opening remarks by Commander McClung.
>
A new member, John Barone, was sworn in by Commander Stuart McClung, and


Chaplain Toby Law.  Welcome, Compatriot Barone!  This brings our current membership


up to 42.  John has joined under his ancestor:  Salvadore Greco of the Louisiana 6th

Regiment, a.k.a. “Italian Guards”. 

>
Commander Stuart McClung introduced our speaker for the evening, our own Compatriot

Michael Wasiljov.  Michael gave a brief narrative on his own ancestor, but his main focus


was a presentation about his wife Laurie’s Confederate gr-gr-grandfather, Godfrey


Funkhauser.  Some highlights noted:


>  Godfrey was born in 1839 in the Shenandoah Valley, VA.


>  On 15 July 1861, he enlisted in the 33rd VA Inf., Co. K, Col. Cummings’ Regiment.


>  This Regiment had the distinction of originating the “Stonewall Brigade”.


>  Among the battles which Godfrey participated in this Regiment were:  Chancellorsville,


    Gettysburg, First Manassas.  His Company was in over 70 engagements! 

>  Godfrey was promoted to Corporal, and then Sergeant.


>  In 1865, he took the Oath at Fort Delaware.


>  He died 6 Jan 1890, and is buried at St. Peter’s Church in Clearspring, MD.


>  Laurie’s uncle brought a photograph of Godfrey’s wife, Mary Jane Funkhauser, and


    also a son, Robert Lee Funkhauser.  He also brought a shotgun, believed to have been


    owned, and used in battle by Godfrey!
 

>
Commander McClung mentioned the Sharpsburg Heritage Festival, on Sept. 17.
>
In October, our own Toby Law will be speaking about the ‘3rd Alabama’.
 
>
Meeting concluded by 8:30, with a closing prayer by Chaplain Toby Law

>
Dues for the new fiscal year are NOW DUE!  $30.00 + whatever additional you can


spare to help our Camp with expenses.  Bring your payment to our Treasurer Glen


Stickel at our meeting.  Checks should be made payable to ‘Battle of Sharpsburg 


Camp #1528’.  Thank you to those who have renewed your membership!    
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