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     Jan. 17, 2012
“Commander’s Message”
Good News!!!  The NPS has agreed to let us continue meeting at the Mumma Farmhouse for the rest of 2012.

As your new Commander, I want to take this time to thank our former Commander and our new 1st Lt. Commander Stuart McClung, and all the officers for the great job they have done in the past.  I also want to give a big thank you for all those who volunteered their services to be officers this term, who were elected and installed at our January 4th meeting.

For those of you who don’t know me, I’ve been a SCV member since 2002.  First with the Norris Camp, where I served a term as 1st Lt. Commander then I transferred and became a charter member of this camp in 2005.  Over the next two years, I would love to double the size of our camp.  With the Sesquicentennial going on and all of the local WBTS history in our area, I’m sure there are many eligible members out there.  When we recruit new members, we need to ask why do they want to join and will they become active members of the camp.  If someone doesn’t have a Confederate Ancestor, they can become a “Friend of The SCV.”

In order to create more fraternalism and friendship among us, I plan on having Camp Social Nights throughout the year.  Our first Battle of Sharpsburg Camp #1582 Social Night will be on Saturday, February 11th, 2012, 6:00 P.M. at Hempen Hill BBQ located at Fountain Head Plaza in Hagerstown, www.hempenhillbbq.com.   We have the party room reserved for us.  Space is limited; please RSVP to me by Saturday, February 4th, 2012.  My email and phone number are listed below.  Also in order to get our name out in the Community, I have enrolled us in the Adopt A Highway Program.  The section of road which is ours, is Maryland 34 (Shepherdstown Pike), between Wheeler Road and King Road.  This is located between Boonsboro and Keedysville and is very historic considering the fact that the Army of Northern Virginia marched down this road.  Our signs should be up by the end of February.  I’ll give more details about this at our February meeting.  I plan on having our first clean up in March.  If you have any teenagers who need community service hours, this is a great way to get them.

Our speaker for our Wednesday, February 1st meeting will be John Powell, who will be talking to us on the Bolivar Heights Battle.  Also on Wednesday, February 29th, 7:00 PM, Sharpsburg Town Hall, the Sharpsburg Historical Society will be giving a talk on “Romance During The Civil War.”  I was contacted by the President of this group and they’re interested in doing stuff with us.  I plan on having someone from their group be a speaker at one of our upcoming meetings.

If anyone has any suggestions please do not hesitate to call or email me.  This is our camp and together we can make it great.

Yours in the cause,

Michael David Wasiljov

Commander

Battle of Sharpsburg Camp #1582

301-739-0335-H

301-992-3122-C

mike24745@aol.com
Minutes from last meeting, Jan. 4, 2012:

>
7:00 meeting called to order by Commander Stuart McClung.

>
Pledge to the U.S. flag, and salute to the Confederate flag.

>
Invocation and opening prayer by Chaplain Toby Law.

>
We had 9 members + 6 guests in attendance for a total of 15.

>
Introduction of our guest speaker, Stephen Bockmiller.

>
Mr. Bockmiller gave a fascinating film documentary presentation of “The Battle of

Hagerstown:  Valor in the streets”.  This event took place on July 6, 1863, after the


CSA retreat from Gettysburg.  Videos will soon be available of this documentary,


for about $10.00.  Mr. Bockmiller will let us know when they’re available.

>
New Officers were elected, with Michael Wasiljov volunteering for the Commander’s


position, and Stuart McClung to become the 1st Lt. Commander.  A motion was made


by Jerry Bayer to approve this, and was seconded by Toby Law.  This was carried and


passed.  In addition, we have these Officers, also for a 2-year term:


Adjutant:

Stephen DeFreytas


Chaplain:

Toby Law


Treasurer:

Glen Stickel


Judge Advocate:
Rick Snowden


Surgeon:

John Barone


Color Sergeant:
Ed Earls  

Quartermaster:
Earl Stickel


Jerry Bayer swore in this group, and a photo was taken, which appeared in the Herald


Mail newspaper.

>
Our next month’s speaker will be our own John Powell, giving a talk on the


Bolivar Heights Battle.

>
Chaplain Toby Law gave a closing prayer, and the meeting was completed at 8:45 p.m.

>
Our next meeting will be at the Mumma House, Weds., Feb. 1st at the Mumma House.

One further note on our meetings at the Mumma House.  Linc Beers, of the Antietam Park


Service has put us on notice that he is like 99% sure that we are going to have to pay


significantly more in 2013 to continue to meet there.  This is due to the additional expense


incurred with lighting, heating, cooling, and having to have a Park Ranger on duty to let us


in the room, and be there to lock up when we leave.  We kind of “lucked out” this year,


since the new superintendent had not had the time to review our application, and so told


the Park Rangers to “just handle it the way it’s been done in the past”. 
     [image: image1.jpg]


                                        

